
CHAPTER 1

THE BASIC TOOLS OF
GLOBAL HISTORY
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REMEMBERING INFORMATION
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CHAPTER 2

HOW TO ANSWER
THEMATIC ESSAY QUESTIONS
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CHAPTER 3

HOW TO ANSWER
DOCUMENT-BASED
ESSAY QUESTIONS
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USING THE L•A•W APPROACH

The beheading of Louis XVI
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• West Africa. Important empires prospered from their trade in gold and salt.

• Asia. Mongol warriors swept across the Asian mainland, uniting much of Asia
under their rule.

• Japan. Japan developed a political and social system very similar to feudalism
in Western Europe.

• Europe. Europe had a rebirth of trade and learning. These developments led to
the end of feudalism and the achievements of the Renaissance.
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CHAPTER 7

WARRIORS ON HORSEBACK
AND THE REVIVAL OF EUROPE,

1200 - 1500

OVERVIEW OF THE PERIOD FROM 1200 TO 1500
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THE KINGDOMS OF AFRICA
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ATLANTIC
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Early African
Kingdoms

Benin

Zimbabwe

Mali EmpireSonghai Empire

Ghana
Empire

Ethiopia

  KINGDOM DESCRIPTION

The people of Songhai later captured Timbuktu and brought the Upper Niger
region under their control. Unlike Mali, the common people as well as its rul-
ers adopted Islam. Songhai established its trading network as far as Europe.

Songhai
1464-1600

Mali extended its empire by controlling the gold mines of equatorial Africa.
Mali’s rulers also adopted Islam. In the 1330s, their ruler Mansa Musa made
a pilgrimage to Mecca. He brought back Arab scholars and turned the capi-
tal city of Timbuktu into a center of learning.

Ghana
750-1200

Mali
1240-1400

The first great West African kingdom was Ghana. Its rulers’ power rested on
their ability to tax the gold and salt trade passing through the region. The rul-
ers of Ghana built a capital city and developed a large cavalry.
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