CHAPTER 1

THE BASIC TOOLS OF
GLOBAL HISTORY

OVERVIEW

This book is designed to provide you with a quick review of the material you will need
to know for the Global History and Geography Regents Examination. This chapter
provides techniques to help you remember important information. Chapter 2 will help
you answer thematic essay questions. Chapter 3 focuses on how to answer document-
based essay questions.

The later chapters of the book provide nine content reviews that summarize the main
developments in global history. Each of these chapters opens with a section that iden-
tifies the major themes of the particular era. It is followed by a short summary of the
historical developments of that period in global history. Each content chapter closes
with a series of questions that test your understanding of the era.

Following the content reviews, you will find a final review that includes:
e the most important concepts and terms of global history
e organizers on major themes for you to complete

e regional study guides organized chronologically

The book concludes with a full-length practice Global History and Geography Regents
Examination.

REMEMBERING INFORMATION

Examination questions often test your knowledge of important terms, concepts, and
people in global history and geography. This section discusses ways to make it easier for
you to remember important information so that you can improve your performance on
the Global History and Geography Regents Examination.
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CHAPTER 2

HOW TO ANSWER
THEMATIC ESSAY QUESTIONS

An essay question measures your ability to present information in written form. The
Global History and Geography Regents Examination will include one thematic essay.

THEMATIC ESSAY QUESTIONS

A thematic essay question requires you to focus on a particular theme or generaliza-
tion. Let’s look at a typical thematic essay question:

Directions: Write a well-organized essay that includes an introduction, several para-
graphs explaining your position, and a conclusion.

Theme: Geography

The geographical features of an area often affect
historical developments taking place there.

Task:

Choose two past civilizations from your study of global history and geography.

For each civilization:

 Describe a geographical feature that affected it.

* Explain how that feature had an impact on that civilization. You may use a
different feature for each civilization.

You may use any example from your study of global history and geography. Some sug-
gestions you might wish to consider are: Egypt, the ancient Greeks, the Byzantine Em-
pire, and the Mongol Empire. You are not limited to these suggestions.

Notice that a thematic essay question opens with a general statement that identifies
a common pattern. This type of statement, known as a generalization, shows what several
facts have in common. Here, the generalization is about the impact of geography.
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The question then gives you a task to complete. The directions tell you the form in
which the essay must be written. The suggestions provide helpful examples you might
use to support the opening statement. Thus, you are asked:

% to show your understanding of a generalization by using specific examples that sup-
port it, and

% to write a well-organized essay that includes an introduction, several paragraphs
explaining your position, and a conclusion.

THE “ACTION WORDS” OF ESSAY QUESTIONS

Essay questions require you to understand certain key words. The exact instructions for

what you are supposed to do in writing your answer are contained in the “action
words.” The most common “action words” are:

Explain
or

Explain
or
Show How

Describe
or
Discuss

Show Why

In this section, we will examine each of these “action words” to see specifically what
they require you to do when answering an essay question.

DESCRIBE/DISCUSS
Describe or discuss means to “tell about something in words.” Describe or discuss
g
questions ask for the “who,” “what,” “when,” and “where” of something. Not every
describe or discuss question requires all four of these elements, but you must write sev-
q q y
eral paragraphs. The following are examples of describe and discuss questions:

”

4 Describe a scientific achievement that occurred during the Renaissance.
4 Discuss two changes brought about by the French Revolution.

Note how the first question asks you to describe a particular scientific achieve-
ment. Your answer should create a verbal picture of who (Nicholas Copernicus),
what (his conclusion that the sun was at the center of the solar system), when (Renais-
sance era), and where (Europe). Hint: go through a mental checklist of who, what,
when, and where, whenever you are asked to describe or discuss something.




CHAPTER 3

HOW TO ANSWER
DOCUMENT-BASED
ESSAY QUESTIONS

The Global History and Geography Regents will require you to answer one document-
based essay question, sometimes referred to as a “D.B.Q.” This type of question tests
your ability to interpret historical documents and data. Let’s begin by looking at a simpli-
fied document-based essay question, dealing with the French Revolution.

A SAMPLE QUESTION

This task is based on the accompanying documents 1-3. Some of these docu-
ments have been edited for the purposes of this task. This task is designed to
test your ability to work with historical documents. As you analyze the docu-
ments, take into account both the source of the document and the author’s point
of view.

Directions: Read the documents in Part A and answer the questions after each docu-
ment. Then read the directions for Part B and write your essay.

Historical Context:
During the late 1700s, a revolution occurred in France which greatly affected not
only France but the rest of the world.

Task:
Discuss the political and social changes brought about by the French Revolution.

Turn to Part A

- ——
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DOCUMENT 3

3. What was the significance of the
king’s execution?

Part B — Essay

Directions:

» Write a well-organized essay that in-
cludes an introduction, several para-
graphs, and a conclusion.

* Use evidence from the documents to support your response.

Do not simply repeat the contents of the documents.

¢ Include specific related information.

Task: Using information from the documents and your knowledge of global history

and geography, write an essay in which you:

Discuss the political and social changes brought about by the French Revolution.

W\/
USING THE LeAeW APPROACH

Notice that document-based essay questions have the following parts:
(1) directions on what to do;
(2) a historical generalization that sets the stage for the essay question;
(3) a task you must perform, stated in the form of a question;
(4) Part A, with up to 8 documents that must be analyzed; and
(5) Part B, with directions for writing your essay.

You need to focus on three areas: (1) look at the task; (2) analyze the documents; and
(3) write the essay. To remember this three-pronged approach, think of the word “LeA*W.”

“L” — LOOK AT THE TASK

First look at the “Task” part of the question on page 14. Focus on (1) the“action word,”
in this case discuss, and (2) the topic statement—that political and social changes were
caused by the French Revolution. These determine how you will answer the question.




CHAPTER 7

WARRIORS ON HORSEBACK
AND THE REVIVAL OF EUROPE,
1200 - 1500

From 1200 to 1500, separate civilizations continued along their own unique paths of
development but became more influenced by one another than ever before. As trade
increased and ideas spread, the cultures of Europe, Asia, and Africa became more con-
nected. These were also times of great stress. Nomadic invaders from Central Asia
were greatly feared by neighboring civilizations. The Bubonic Plague, a deadly disease
from Central Asia, brought devastation in the 1300s.

OVERVIEW OF THE PERIOD FROM 1200 TO 1500

e West Africa. Important empires prospered from their trade in gold and salt.

e Asia. Mongol warriors swept across the Asian mainland, uniting much of Asia
under their rule.

e Japan. Japan developed a political and social system very similar to feudalism
in Western Europe.

e Europe. Europe had a rebirth of trade and learning. These developments led to
the end of feudalism and the achievements of the Renaissance.

During these centuries, Islamic civilization continued to
grow. What was left of the Byzantine Empire collapsed. In
studying this era, you should focus on the following:

4 What led to the rise of the West African kingdoms?
4 What were the effects of the Mongol conquests?

4 What factors contributed to the decline of feudalism in
Western Europe?

4 What were the achievements of the European Renais-
sance!

A gold pendant from the
Kingdom of Mali
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THE KINGDOMS OF AFRICA

Much of North Africa is occupied by the Sahara Desert. Just below it is a wide band
of grassland called the savanna. South of the savanna lie tropical rain forests.

THE WEST AFRICAN KINGDOMS

The Sahara Desert separated the peoples of sub-Saharan Africa from those of North
Africa and Eurasia. Nevertheless, merchants on camels crossed the Sahara to trade
with West Africans for gold and other riches. At the same time, West Africans needed
salt. Merchants picked up blocks of salt along their journey. This thriving gold-salt
trade gave rise to a series of powerful kingdoms in the West African savanna.

KINGDOM DESCRIPTION

Ghana
750-1200

The first great West African kingdom was Ghana. lts rulers’ power rested on
their ability to tax the gold and salt trade passing through the region. The rul-
ers of Ghana built a capital city and developed a large cavalry.

. Mali extended its empire by controlling the gold mines of equatorial Africa.

Mali Mali’s rulers also adopted Islam. In the 1330s, their ruler Mansa Musa made
1240-1400 a pilgrimage to Mecca. He brought back Arab scholars and turned the capi-
tal city of Timbuktu into a center of learning.

Songhai
1464-1600

The people of Songhai later captured Timbuktu and brought the Upper Niger
region under their control. Unlike Mali, the common people as well as its rul-
ers adopted Islam. Songhai established its trading network as far as Europe.

OTHER AFRICAN STATES

Benin, famous for its bronze sculptures, developed
in the rain forests of West Africa. In the south,
Zimbabwe flourished near important gold deposits.
[ts people built massive stone fortifications, and
traded gold, copper, and ivory with Arabs along the
coast. Other important city-states developed along
the east coast of Africa in the 10th century. In
northeastern Africa, Ethiopia had become a Chris-
tian state as early as the 4th century; it remained
Christian, even though it was cut off from other
Christian states by the rise of Islam.

Early African
Kingdoms
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TESTING YOUR UNDERSTANDING

One reason the kingdoms of West Africa prospered was that they
1 were located along the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers

2 had no contact with the rest of the world

3 followed the Hindu beliefs of their rulers

4 developed an extensive trade in gold and salt

Why did so many fierce nomadic tribes emerge out of Central Asia?

1 Warm climates encouraged population growth.

2 Diseases like the Bubonic Plague drove Central Asians into Europe.
3 Vast grasslands supported large numbers of warriors on horseback.
4 The Hindu faith encouraged them to fight.

Which was a characteristic of feudalism in both medieval Europe and Japan?
1 The middle class acquired more power than any other class.

2 Political power was held by a strong central government.

3 The army encouraged strong nationalist feelings.

4 People pledged absolute loyalty to those above them.

The fifth century B.C. in Greece, often called the “Golden Age” of Greece, and the Re-
naissance in Italy were both characterized by

1 religious revival 3 social and political upheaval

2 economic decline 4 artistic and literary achievements

Which leader unified the Mongol tribes and conquered much of Asia?
1 Ivan the Terrible 3 Chinggis Khan
2 Mansa Musa 4 Sunni Ali

The sale of indulgences and the behavior of the clergy were the subject of
1 Lady Murasaki’s The Tale of Genji 3 Martin Luther’s 95 Theses
2 William Shakespeare’s Hamlet 4 Niccolo Machiavelli’s The Prince

“Christians should be taught that one who gives to a poor man or lends to a needy
man does better than if he used the money to buy an indulgence.”

This statement was most likely made by

1 Mansa Musa 3 William Shakespeare

2 Niccolo Machiavelli 4 Martin Luther





